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VI. ^n ExtraB of a Letter from Mr. Thomas 
Lnffk'm ef Colchefter to Dr. Wallij» cou" 
cerning the ufe of the Numeral Figures i» 
England,^/ old as the Year lo^o. Afid, 
concerning the application of an Air- pump) 
to Cupping' glaffes. 
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Colchefter^ June xx* 1699. 

Reverend Sir, 

Having lately taken notice of your accurate Trea« 
life of Hiftoric and Pradic Algebra, and finding 
therein that you cannot Trace the ufe oiJ<fumefal Figures 
amongft us in England lower than the Year 113 3 ; and 
1 meeting with an undeniable inftance of their exceed- 
ing that Age by 43 Years amongft us, J thought the 
Communication of it to you could not but prove fatis- 
fa^ry. And if it really do (b, I fhall iojoy the utmoft 
of my ambition. The account take as followeth ; O- 
ver againft our Marker place, flands the Houft of Mr, 
/S^r/y, a Linnen-Draper ; fome of the backermoft part 
of which is an Ancient Roman building, but the Front 
is of Lefler (landing, and Timbred. Upon the bottom 
Cell (which i«almoft in the form of a Triangular Prifm) 
of one of the Windows of the Front, between two 
Carved Lk>ns.,ftands an Efcutchion? contflioiog only thefe 
Figures 7-90 (as near as my rude hand can delineate 
them.) They are of a Secretary form [or rather fquare 
Text,} the Periphery of the Ciphers, and Nine, are 
aiher Frafted thanFkdedj p^omifieotj large, and ^-ery 
fair J, but to make them the mare perfpicuous. they 
are Giulded by the Proprietor, The Window. looks 
dircdly North j. the Date being, thereby preferred 
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from the fcorchifig heat of the Sun i and by irs inclr 
nation (falliog from theVerien lot prpemlkHiar} by ao 

Aogle.of about 60 ckgreesj from liain, Soow, &c.lfs 
poffible that 'is' iriay be obje%cl, tl:at the Second iocl 
Fourrh-Figiares, ffi-jy lepreicocthntarnongll the ^r^li- 
li/i»i_(froiB whofii we fecm to have • received our Nume- 
ral Figures^ and, they 'theirs, ■ from the- InJiam.) which 
is with OS a 5 | To thislaofwer, that the Window is in 
England and tim mArdia-i ' nor is ihere any hkelyhood 
that ever it was imported' fic/m thence ; [mrk o with dl 
the Jrah^ ufidfer f , ht with J^me for a Cipher, and 
fh kwmufed iy the Mmrs in Span, mh^^rji SrmgM 
ihefe Figures int0 0ur parts^^ mr is the Sgmre an A- 
rabick Letter, ik^ an Engjjp Letter^ . (f ttar Jge.} And 
the, form of thefc' Figures (oon- dc-gcncrated irom that of ■ 
the Arah. into fuch as we now ufc, if not at the iBrft 
reception from the ^Ir^li [or Mmrsl certainly long be- 
fore 1595 (as this cooftrudlion would make it,) Sir, t- 
bdut three Months fince I received your Letter in An- 
■ {w& to one of mine. lo .order to compeofate which fa- 
vour^I fliall (if you teftify your wiliiogm fs to receive 
it) obhge you with a defcription of an improvement, or 
rather invention-f^f my Brothers) of a neat, compaf^*, 
very portable ^ir-/^i^ifi^t applyed to Cupping ;wiih-x 
or 3 Suaions of '\aiich,a perioo may eihauft ihe.Air- 
from a Large Cupping-Glafs 1 and/oy/the prelTure of the 
■External Air upon the Circomiacentpaitso.^- ihe Body 
(and not by fuga vacd) die Flefti iiall be a^laiirably 
forced up into the Glafs j and, by continuing of the' Suc- 
tion as oeed^ ft^ll require, hemaytakeam-t;y ^.hatquan- 
tity ofblood'he pfeafeth. • It issnlnveotion of ex- 
traordinary advancage to Mankind^ &c. 



Tcmr mqfi Gk^iged Servant 

Thomas Luff kin. 
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